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large as an ordinary cane. Hence the french have
called it ‘‘ calumet,”” from a corruption of the word
Chalumeau, because it resembles that instrument —
or, rather, a long flute. It is ornamented with the
heads or Necks of various birds, whose plumage is
very handsome. They also add long feathers of
red, green, or other colors with which it is entirely
Covered. They esteem it chiefly because they look
upon it as the Calumet or Pipe of the sun; and, in
fact, they offer it to the sun to smoke when they
wish to obtain a Calm, or rain, or fine weather.
They scruple to bathe at the beginning of the Hot
weather, or to eat new fruit, before they have danced
the calumet —that means that the Chief, holding it
in his hands, sings airs to which the others respond,
while dancing and making measured gestures to the
sound of certain Instruments shaped like small
Drums.®

On the 1st of November, nearly all the French
received the Sacraments, and, after celebrating the
Feast to the best of our ability, we continued our
voyage and discovered the River of the Akansea, 8
leagues from the Village of the Kappa. The Sit-
téoui Akansea are 5 leagues above Its Mouth, and
are much more numerous than the Kappa and the
Tourima; these Are the 3 villages of the Akansea.
That River, which is to the North of the Mississipi,
is very fine; it divides into 3 branches at a League
from the Village of the Ousitteoui; it runs to the
Northwest, and, by ascending it, one reaches the
River of the Missouris, by making a portage. They
count 60 Leagues from the Kappa to the River of
the Toumika; And on the 3rd day we passed the
pointe coupée, which Is half way. We afterward



